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EDITORIAL. 


FORTUNATELY few local authorities in recent years have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the manner that Tunbridge Wells has 
done in the matter of the appointment of a public librarian. Our 
readers are familiar with the facts that an advertisement for a 
librarian appeared for whom a salary of £300 yearly was offered, 
which is rather less than N.A.L.G.O. expects an ordinary municipal 
clerk of 30 to receive. When some fifty or more candidates had 
been put to the trouble, expense and jeopardy (in some cases) of 
making application for the post, a section of the Tunbridge Wells 
Council, of whom the spokesman was Sir Robert Gower, discovered 
that the salary was ridiculously too high, and actually persuaded 
the Council to disown the advertisement and to re-advertise the 
post at £150! Not only so, but each candidate received a letter 
asking him if he wished his application to stand at the new salary. 
Comment is needless. As we say, it is fortunately rarely that 
ignorance and impertinence are so publicly flaunted ; and we hope 
that no trained librarian or library assistant will be found willing 
to accept the starvation position offered. 


* 


Some of our readers, we find, are under the impression that our 
remarks last month on the ineffectiveness of the Library Associa- 
tion are an attack on the intrinsic and potential usefulness of that 
body. May we point out that such is not the case; and, more- 
over, we expressly stated that a strong association was never more 
necessary. The disgraceful position of affairs at Tunbridge Wells 
is a proof of the necessity. What we were concerned to inquire 
was, Why is it that the Library Association is not leading and 
influencing opinion as it ought to do? The answer is not that this 
or that official is less able than he might be, but that a profession 
gets the association it deserves. We instanced the meetings in 
London as failures, but we gave reasons which we think might 
have exonerated the Association from the entire blame. If our 
readers desire a more direct truth, it is this: London, which ought 
to be the centre of bibliothecal activity, cannot produce a score 
of people sufficiently interested to attend a professional meeting. 
All blame of the L.A. which is unaccompanied by constructive 


proposals is futile. 
* 


If further example is needed it may be found in the want of 
interest shown in London in the School of Librarianship. It may 
be that the school does not advertise widely enough ; but, if we 
consider its public lectures, which are probably the best current 
contributions to the library arts, it is safe to say that rarely more 
than three London librarians think it worth while to attend them. 
When Miss Marion Frost lectured on “ Women as Librarians,” 
only two were present. Yet surely if any current question in 
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librarianship is of importance it is this. On that side of the subject 
we need say no more. 
* * * 

Reverting to Miss Frost’s lecture ; it was, as might be expected 
of a woman of her experience and recognized executive ability, a 
studied and sane presentation of the question. She drew, as every- 
one must who deals with the question, a comparison between the 
American library with its large woman staff and the British library 
with its predominating man staff. She affirmed justly the suitable- 
ness of women of the right type for the work. There is no doubt 
that the British attitude is changing, and certainly more women 
are employed now than at any earlier time. The pass lists both of 
the Library Association and of the Library School also show that 
more women than men are entering on the work. The main obstacle 
at the moment is the objection—which we believe will be temporary 
felt by local authorities to the employment of women while a 
possible ex-service man remains without employment. Progress 
will be slow at present. It is rather unforturate, therefore, that 
the claims of the work for women were made to an assembly which 
consisted mainly of women. Women have to convince the 
authorities of their capabilities, and Miss Frost and her colleagues 
might consider the best means of doing that. Why, we may ask, 
is Miss Frost, who is quite one of the ablest of our librarians, not a 
member of the Library Association Council ? 


* * * 


We congratulate the L.A. on announcing the date and some 
particulars of the Annual Meeting in the March Record. The 
Conference is to be at Cardiff, 18th—-23rd September, and the 
subjects under discussion are the Report on the Teaching of English, 
Extension Work, Children’s Reading (a most overdone subject lead- 
ing to unlimited platitude), Miners’ and Ships’ libraries, etc. A 
useful, if inchoate, programme. It is years since such particulars 
reached us so early. 

* * * 

Mr. Henry R. Tedder, the veteran librarian and secretary of 
The Atheneum Club, is retiring from that office, and will devote 
his leisure to writing a history of the Club. It will be a fascinating 
employment and one in which we wish the esteemed Honorary 
Treasurer of the Library Associaticn good speed. We cannot 
resist another wish, and that is that he should also write a history 
of the Library Association. It is now some forty-five years since 
the L.A. came into being, and all that time Mr. Tedder has held a 
leading office. One year he was Hon. Secretary, and ever since 
he has been Honorary Treasurer. He has been President, has 
been Chairman of Council for years, and has taken part (often the 
leading part) in every library affair throughout. It is a unique 
record. Does Mr. Tedder know how unique his memories of men 
and affairs are ? And how much we should like him to place them 
upon record ? 


Messrs. Grafton and. Co. are ° issuing their ‘Antiquarian Catalogue No. 25, 
which will include, amongst other old and rare books, a large selection of 
works on printing, bibliography, lithography, and engravings, etc. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE AND THE 
FIVE MEN OF GOOD WILL. 


One of the valuable modern achievements of libraries has been 
the establishment of commercial departments or sections. These 
are intended to do for local industries much the same work that 
is done nationally by the Department for Overseas Trade. As 
commercial departments are supported by public funds, much 
the same arguments that are used by the Geddes Committee in 
dealing with the Department for Overseas Trade would apply to 
them—except the arguments against cost and number of staff. 
We have therefore extracted from the Second Interim Report of 
the Committee on National Expenditure the paragraphs which 
show the attitude of five acclaimed business men towards this 
type of work. 

“The question of the organisation of commercial intelligence 
abroad has been the subject of considerable controversy, and in 
the last four years five Committees have been set up to consider 
some aspect of the organisation. 

“In two cases the Committees could not present an agreed 
report, and the question is admittedly one of great complexity 
and difficulty. 

“The Department combines part of the work of the old Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade with that of the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office. 

“From the figures of staff it will be seen that the activities 
overseas are being curtailed to a very small extent, and that the 
main reductions are taking place in the Headquarters staff; but 
even then a staff of 385 at Headquarters (since increased to 396) 
appears to us to be unjustified. 

“ We have given careful attention to the class of work performed 
by the Department of Overseas Trade, and have been supplied with 
a list of instances where their work has been commended. We 
give in Appendix (A) hereto examples from that list in order to 
illustrate the kind of work which they tell us they are doing. 

“It appears to us that this sort of canvassing is absolutely out- 
side the scope of ordinary Government business, and ought not to 
be paid for by the taxpayer. We asked the Department whether 
they had any really large deals to bring to our notice where the 
had been instrumental in obtaining trade for the country whi 
would otherwise have been lost, and we were told of a proposal 
for a contract with a foreign country running into millions of pounds. 
Upon enquiry, however, we find that this contract involved a guar- 
antee by the British Government, and as it was a class of business 
in which British Trade is strongly represented in foreign countries 
we have no reason to suppose that had that guarantee not been 
necessary, the firms would have required Government assistance 
of this kind. Indeed, so far as large firms are concerned, we are 
satisfied that through their own agents they are quite able to handle 
their own business affairs, and so far as small firms are concerned. 
we understand it is done to a large extent through Associations to 
which they subscribe, or by their own individual efforts. We are 
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convinced that a Government Department in this country which 
has no financial responsibility in suggesting or recommending 
operations to the mercantile community will do no practical good. 
To keep up a huge Headquarters establishment in London of 396 
persons, and offices costing over £120,000 a year in salaries alone 
as against approximately £34,000 spent by the Board of Trade and 
the Foreign Office in 1913-14 appears to us unjustifiable. 

“ The aid which we think the trade of the country can legitimately 
ask from the Government is in connection with Tariffs, with intro- 
ductions in foreign countries, and general information. Assistance 
in matters of detail, such as the freight on Jaffa oranges, using up 
old razor blades, or obtaining orders for a few dozen men’s shirts, 
is no doubt appreciated when gratuitously rendered, but in our 
judgment it is not for the taxpayer to render this assistance 
gratuitously. 

“In these circumstances we are of opinion that considerable 
economies could be effected if the activities of the Department 
in London were materially reduced, and such duties as are necessary 
taken over by the Board of Trade by combining with the Com- 
mercial Relations and Treaties Department. A very large reduc- 
tion should be possible in the Headquarters organisation, upon 
which the Holmes Committee has reported, ‘ so far as we can gather, 
it has become a vast repository and not a vehicle for information.’ 
The commercial representatives in foreign countries would, as we 
think is right, come under the Foreign Office, but be available for 
direct communication from the Board of Trade. Some economies, 
without loss of efficiency, should result from a combination in 
certain cases of the duties of Commercial representative and the 
ordinary Diplomatic Staff. In Dominions and Crown Colonies the 
Board of Trade might have their own direct representatives, if 
necessary, of which we are doubtful. The Export Credits Division 
and the Exhibition Branch of Overseas Trade Department would 
be similarly merged with the Board of Trade.” 

It is well (and pleasing) to add that the Cabinet does not agree 
with the Geddes Committee. The Department is to be maintained, 
but at a cost of £46,000 per annum instead of £94,000. At any 
rate, the Cabinet thus approves the type of work which librarians 
have proved to be most desirable. 


THE CINEMA AND THE LIBRARY. 


In a paper on the possibilities of a municipal cinema, read before 
the Library Assistants’ Association (Liverpool and District Division), 
Miss A. M. Travis, B.A. (Reference Library, Liverpool), said that 
although nearly everyone now goes to the “ pictures,”’ intelligent 
people are seldom entirely satisfied with what they see. They go 
because it is comparatively cheap, comfortable and restful, but 
too often they find many of the films dull or ridiculous ; and they 
wonder why more sensible films could not be provided when there 
is apparently a demand for them. Film agents state that instruc- 
tive films have been given a fair trial, and have proved a failure. 
This failure, Miss Travis thought, was due largely to the sandwiching 
of a comparatively tame educational film between two feverishly 
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exciting or ludicrously comic reels. Seen under other conditions, 
such “ pictures ’’ would probably arouse the interest they deserved. 

It was interesting to conjecture how a progressive and imaginative 
librarian could use this new instrument of popular education, and 
how it might be made to harmonise with the more conventional 
activities of a library. As regards the subjects of the films, there 
would, of course, be the more obviously instructive type, such as 
pictures of far-off peoples and places, the habits of animals and 
insects, the exploits of explorers, etc. There could also be film 
versions of well-known novels and plays. As for the correlation 
of the cinema and the library, Miss Travis thought it was easy to 
imagine ways in which films could be made to popularize the books. 
Lists of books bearing on the subject could be projected on the 
screen. If a play or a novel were filmed, attention could be called 
to its presence in the library, and to other works by the same 
author. Expensive newly-released films need not necessarily 
be shown. Consequently, the cost of running a library cinema 
could be kept considerably lower than that of an ordinary com- 
mercial house, and charges of admission could be correspondingly low. 

At the same meeting, an excellent little paper by Miss E. K. 
Jones (Reference Library, Liverpool) dealt very aptly with the 
great need for loyalty amongst librarians and assistants of all 
grades, and suggested several ways in which the true spirit of 
loyalty could be fostered. Miss Jones considered that loyalty was 
essential in the following directions :—(1) Loyalty to the Institu- 
tion, involving a defence of the library against criticism; (2) 
Loyalty of juniors to seniors (and vice versa) and of all the members 
of a staff to each other, involving the suppression of disparaging 
remarks, especially in the presence of readers. Miss Jones recognised 
that it was impossible for people always to keep sweet tempered, 
but thought that a sense of loyalty would make for smooth working. 

A delightful and characteristically humorous paper in verse, 
contributed by Miss E. 0. Greenwood, touched lightly on almost 
every phase of library administration. It was very well received 
and afforded immense amusement to the audience. Her verses 
on publicity, quoted below, will no doubt appeal to students of 
library advertising :- 

And then instead of Mellin’s Food, 
Grape Nuts and Daily Mail, 
You'd see another advert. rise 
By which their glories pale. 
Come, use the Public Library, 
And don’t delay a minute. 
At least vou should give it a try—— 
There mav be something in it. 
And on the screens at picturedromes, 
And theatre programme’s pages, 
I'd have some snippy lib’ry ads. 
To show its advantages. 

A discussion followed in which the following took part :—Messrs. 
E. C. Wickens (Reference Library, Liverpool), R. Cochran (Walton 
Branch Library), M. Jackson Wrigley (Liverpool Library Lyceum), 
F. J. Boardman (Wallasey Library), and J. T. Evans (Reference 
Library, Liverpool). A hearty vote of thanks to all members who 
contributed papers brought the evening to a close. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
GREEN-EYED. 

I sometimes wish that my youth would return so that I might 
go to one of the library schools with innocent, ingenious expecta- 
tions and hope to learn of my betters. I suppose, too, I regret, 
as all ageing men regret, that loss of suppleness and acquisitiveness 
which we see in most of our contemporaries ; because youth possesses 
it, and, after attending a library school, can have a capital time 
socially each day when its learned sessions are over. But the 
spectacle of a bearded, thin-haired, verging-on-Methusaleh person 
like myself sitting at the feet of the Gamaliels of Aberystwyth and 
Gower Street would raise irony, and the sight of his attempts at 
after-work recreation would be pathetic. So I can only envy, 
send my juniors, and stay away myself. 

AUTO-SUGGESTED YOUTH. 

But much of this is imagination. Age is merely a mirage, and 
if we think we are old, as Walt Whitman did for example, we shall 
become so inevitably ; but M. Coué, of Nancy, may bring his auto- 
suggestion to our assistance, and if we repeat daily a score of times 
“comme une abeille qui bourdonne,”’ the famous formula, only 
modified, “‘ Every day, in every way, I grow younger and younger,” 
there is no doubt that we shall find ourselves as supple of mind as 
we were forty years ago. As, however, with extremely few excep- 
tions, librarians will not do this, I am convinced that there is a 
crying need—not an expressed “ want,”’ of course, which is quite 
another matter—for a library school for librarians as distinct from 
library assistants. The first folk I would compel to attend it are 
those genial people who form the Council of the Library Association. 

My CURRICULUM. 

After all, when you come to consider it, several of the men who 
are wisely lecturing our youth have apparently never pursued a 
systematic course of library study for themselves. They have 
age and experience to parade, some of them, but they would give 
greater confidence if they would forthwith attend my School for 
Librarians. I would fix up my school at some mild sea-side place, 
such as Roker, Aberdour, or Runswick Bay, and would admit to 
it (or compel to attend it preferably) all librarians of forty-five and 
over who are not utterly incapacitated physically by gout or mentally 
by golf. I would have reveillé, blown on a bugle, at 5.30 a.m. 
(summer time). The bugle is necessary to impart a tonic martial 
sensation, which they will enjoy, especially as they were unable to 
experience it in a recent war. A dip in the sea, followed by an un- 
garmented run of one mile on the beach, followed by a cold douche, 
would be a compulsory beginning of a perfect day. Breakfast 
should be strictly on teetotal lines. At 8 a.m. the course should 
begin. None of my lecturers should by any chance be over 30, 
and on no account must they have been chief librarians. They 
would therefore be men and women who retain some notion of 
perspective in library matters. 
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ESSENTIALS. 

The essential first course, which would be precedea by Swedish 
drill, would be entitled: ‘‘ How to Work Four Hours Daily in a 
Library and remain Fit.” I quite realize that this will be very 
severe for some of the students, but new experiences are what I 
most desire for my students. There would naturally be courses in 
library routine, in which some effort would be made to direct atten- 
tion to the fact that the world never stands still, on cataloguing— 
which most students will probably have forgotten if they ever knew 
it—and such minor matters as classification, palzography, biblio- 
graphy, etc.; and an incidental study of literature might be made 
in order to show that books have some relation to libraries. 


DEPORTMENT. 

What I particularly desire, however, are courses in deportment. 
Suavity in dealing with town councillors and similar folk most 
librarians possess ; but how many could pass an examination in 

a Art of giving Extra leave without Sermons or Growls ” ? 

* How to allow one’s Sub. to go to the L.A. Conference, expenses 
paid, instead of One’s Self’’? or “The Art of Telling a Library Com- 
mittee that Someone Else on the Staff can Work besides One’s Self ’’? 
or ““ The Most Pleasant Mode of receiving an Application for In- 
creased Salary from an Assistant ’’? Not many could do so with 
honours, or even merit. Then, as a crown of my curriculum, I 
would have a severe course for very advanced students on ‘ The 
Noble Art and Gesture of Giving-up-my-Seat on the L.A. Council 
in order that Someone willing to Work may Succeed Me.” Those 
who passed this satisfactorily would receive the Diploma. 

Er CETERA. 

Developments would suggest themselves. Ot course, all students 
would live together in a hostel; otherwise discipline, by no one 
needed more than by men over 45, could not be maintained. Every- 
body would be in bed by 10 p.m., and breaches of rules would mean 
exclusion from the little bridge parties, which might fitly be allowed 
to conclude the day. Any student with a tendency towards a 
roseate nose would be kept on strictly non-liquid diets, although 
occasionally a little soda and milk might be allowed. Naturally 
all inns would be out of bounds. I think you will grasp the idea, 
and will realize how much it would do for librarianship. 

THE GREAT DISINFECTION. 

A friend has sent me the following letter from the mother of a 
child borrower :— 

DEAR SIR OR MADAM,—I have only had a very slight case of 
Mumps in the house of which the bearer didn’t take at all, & they 
have been back to school going on for a week, & and I couldn’t see 
my way clear to go or send to the Sanitary Office, so I baked the 
book in the oven, & its also been hanging on the line in the sun so 
I don’t think there is much fear of infection now,—yYours truly, 
(Mrs.) ————-. 

That is worth passing on. 

ERASTOSTHENES. 


[The Editor does not hold himselj responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’’] 


I 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 


The closing of the lending department of the Curswick Public 
Library during January, 1921, although doubtless a grievance at 
the time, has been fully justified by the results, following on the 
institution of the “ open access’’ system. An increase of 40 per 
cent. in the issue of books for 1921 over 1920 is sufficient proof of 
the wisdom of the committee’s action. Comparing the issues for 
the years 1920-21 the first and possibly most interesting is that of 
music, where an increase of over 300 per cent. is found. Here is a 
brief comparative statement of the way the Library is being used :—- 
Fiction, a slight increase; religion, doubled; increases in use 
of books on travel, 100 per cent.; sociology, 150 per cent. ; arts 
and science, 100 per cent.; poets, drama, etc., 75 per cent. 


Still further improvements are contemplated, possibly the most 
important being the transfer of the juvenile department to the 
basement, where tables will be provided so that the children will 
be able to do their home work at the library. Special lectures will 
be arranged for them dealing with the topics of the day, while an 
income will be derived from the letting of the rooms for lectures 
and meetings during the evenings. It is also hoped to have the 
Dickensian Society and similar bodies making the Library their 
literary Mecca. 


We have received from EpinspurGH Public Libraries the pro- 
gramme of a concert which was given at the Nelson Hall Branch 
Library on 23rd March, and repeated at the West Branch Library 
on the following evening. The works given included selections from 
Vaughan Williams, Ambroise Thomas, Brahms, Schubert, Bach 
and Quilter——an admirable list. The connection of the concert 
with the music collection in the libraries is not indicated. We 
suggest that this should be done in future. 


The Lonpon Liprary has just received the gift of a collection 
of engraved portraits and views, estimated to number 50,000. 
It was formed by the late Mrs. Fraser Baddeley, and has been 
presented by her son, Mr. J. F. Baddeley. 


In the Hatirax Courter for 18 February, Mr. Edward Green 
writes an interesting article on ‘‘ Reading in Halifax,’’ which is 
virtually an excellent popular elucidation of his annual report. 
Halifax has a stock of nearly 80,000 and issued 419,000 volumes 
last year, an increase of 55,000. Mr. Green points out that since 
1906, when open access was introduced, the issue, then of 146,000, 
has increased by a policy of “ progressive features " to the present 
excellent result. The percentage of borrowers is 22 on the popula- 
tion; but Mr. Green does not indicate the validity of the tickets. 


Tue Lisrary Worip 


PERSONAL. 

Mr. J. E. Latron PickertNG, Librarian of the Inner Temple, 
commenced his 54th year of service at the Inn Library in January 
last. 

We are interested to learn that there has been a temporary re- 
organization of the CoNcILIUM BIBLIOGRAPHICUM OF ZURICH, 
which was in jeopardy owing to the death of Dr. H. H. Field, the 
director, in 1921. The Rockefeller Foundation has pledged itself 
to supplement the 5,000 Swiss francs which the Concilium receives 
from each of the Berne Government and the Canton of Zurich by 
grants of ten thousand dollars annually until 1923, fifteen thousand 
for 1924, ten thousand for 1925, and five thousand for 1926. Prof. 
J. Strohl, of the Zoological Institute of the University of Zurich, 
is to act as director. It is a pleasure to know that the generosity 
of the Rockefeller Foundation has thus prolonged the existence 
of one of the most valuable bibliographical institutions. 
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THE FILM. 
OPEN COMPETITION. 

In order to stimulate an interest in the above subject a prize of 
£5 5s. (Five Guineas) will be awarded to the best essay on the 
subject entitled :-— 

THE FILM: ITS POSSIBILITIES AS AN EDUCATIVE, 

ADVERTISING, AND PUBLICITY MEDIUM. 

The conditions of the competition are as follows :— 

1.—The Essay must be the Competitor’s own unaided effort. 

2.—The length of the essay is optional. 

3.—The essay must be typed, on quarto paper. 

4.—Originality of treatment of the subject will be closely con- 
sidered. 

5.—The essays submitted will not be returned. 

6.—All essays must be sent in under an assumed name, the real 
name being written on a separate slip of paper. 

7.—The last date of entry to be Friday, June 30th, 1922. 

8.—All essays submitted must be addressed: “ The Chief 

Librarian, The Liverpool Library, Lyceum, Bold Street, Liverpool, 

endorsed in the top left-hand corner ‘““ KINEMA.”’ 

Note.—The only work of reference on the subject is: The Film-- 
Its Use in Popular Education, by M. Jackson Wrigley, F.L.A., 
with a foreword by Sir Gilbert Parker, Bart., published by 
Messrs. Grafton and Co., London, 6s. 


University of London, University College. 
SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 


A Summer Vacation School will ‘Id at University College, London, from 
Monday, July 17th. to Saturday, July 29th, 1 
The Summer School has been At in rovide an intensive course for Library 
Assistants and salaried and voluntary eee n Rural Library Systems. 
he course is open to men and wom 
The Schoo! will be under the direc ion of Dr. KE. A. BAKER. 
Fee for the Course: Two Guineas. 
Applicatio: should be made to:—WALTER W, SETON, M.A., D.LIT., Seeretary, 
University College, London (Gower Street, W.C,). 
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LIBRARY REPORTS. 


CARNEGIE Unirep Kincpom Trust. Eighth Annual Report, 
to December, 1921. 


The points for notice in the new report are that the policy of the Trustees 
in spending relatively little during the war and placing large sums in reserve 
is being justified, as in 1921 the expenditure, owing to the claims made in 
fulfilment of earlier promises, exceeded income. Although from the social 
point of view all the Carnegie activities interest us, we are concerned here 
only with library policy. The continuing cost of buildings and the reluctance 
of local authorities to incur new expenditure has made activity towards new 
borough libraries impossible ; the Trustees are unable to increase the grants 
made to towns ; and they cannot even consider new applications for grants. 
Indeed, the report is fairly definite upon the matter: “‘ The removal of rate 
limitation in England and Wales, and its increase to a maximum of 3d. in 
the £ in Scotland and Ireland, has done away with the main reason which 
underlay the Borough Library Policy, namely, that the raising of a loan for 
building purposes left too small a margin of the ld. rate for maintenance 
purposes.’’ The Trustees overlook the fact that exactly the same argument 
can be made to apply to their Rural Library Policy; there is nothing to 
prevent County Councils from raising any necessary amount for libraries. 
However, the report continues: “‘ It is, therefore, very doubtful whether the 
Borough Library Policy will ever be resumed, at all events in its old form.” 
An enquiry into the position of Irish Borough Libraries has led to the con- 
clusion that only five libraries can be maintained efficiently, even if the maxi- 
mum rate of 3d. in the ¢ is levied. The Trustees will therefore send loan col- 
lections to all libraries, other than the five, from their Repository in Dublin, 
to supplement the local collections on the rural library principle. 

The Trustees have given aid to the extent of £6,000 to the Central Library 
for Students, London, to enable it to acquire the lease of, and to furnish, larger 
premises at 9, Galen Place, W.C. These new premises will hold 100,000 
volumes. The Trustees hope that the Central Library “ will ultimately 
become self-supporting on the basis of annual contributions from Borough 
and County Libraries.’’ We hope so, too. A new experiment of the Trustees 
has been the founding of a similar library at Dunfermline to serve Scotland ; 
there has been a substantial demand for technical works of a high order. 

One good piece of news is that the Trustees have made a“ final grant” of 
41,500 to the Library Association on behalf of the Subject Index to Periodicals. 
The remarks on the University of London School of Librarianship are instruc - 
tive: ‘‘ The School of Librarianship at University College, in the University 
of London, to the cost of which the Trustees are contributing £1,500 a year 
for five years, has entered upon its third session. The number of full-time 
students is well maintained, and it is satisfactory to note that the entry for 
the current session includes a considerable proportion of post-graduate students 
With the removal of the rate limitation, municipal authorities will be able 
gradually to offer better salaries, and there is reason to hope that there will 
be an increased number of posts which will attract librarians who, in addition 
to possessing good technical qualifications, have also attained to a high 
standard of general culture. In the course of time the curriculum of the 
School may become exclusively (or may at least include) a post-graduate 
course—-to the great advantage of the profession itself and of the library 
service of the nation.” 

Consistency is an admirable virtue, and one cannot but appreciate the 
consistency that controls the Carnegie grants. We in the library profession 
have so much to be grateful for to the Trustees and their Founder, that 
criticism seems almost in the nature of an impertinence; but we cannot 
help feeling that the Trustees are dissipating their energies over too many 
fields. Their Founder did not make that mistake. He did not argue, either, 
that because there was no rate limit in America resembling that from which 
we suffered he should therefore not make gifts of libraries to American cities. 
Nor were all his gifts experiments. He certainly expected the community 
to maintain the libraries which he gave them, but he did not, in giving money, 
lay down such a rule as this: “‘ New projects of a pioneer order take pre- 
cedence of old-established schemes, the value of which is generally recognized, 
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and which, therefore, can legitimately look for support trom the general 
public or are the objects of statutory provision.’” We believe this principle 
is founded on an assumption which is unproven, j.c., that the public, or the 
Legislature, support those things which have shown their worth. We think, 
too, that the Trustees are gradually withdrawing from their connection with 
libraries, although they never expressly indicate this; and, if this is so, we 
cannot believe it to have been the intention, or to reflect the spirit, of their 
Founder. 


REVIEWS. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


The January issue of the most ambitious of all stafi journals 
“THe MANCHESTER LIBRARIAN,” includes a portrait of Mr. Ernest 
Axon, the new President of the Manchester Library Fellowship. 
Mr. Axon’s Presidential Address, which is printed in this issue, 
deals with ‘‘ The Reference Library,”’ particularly with regard to 
its value and functions in the library system, in a most interesting 
manner. To show the possible value to a community of a good 
reference library he gives a most striking instance from the story 
of that town. The prometion of the Manchester Ship Canal, to 
which the city owes so much, was largely the result of the research 
of Mr. J. W. Harvey, who studied the subject in the Manchester 
Reference Library. Had there been no library there would »robably 
have been no canal! 


LriBRARY BULLETINS: Gateshead, Nottingham, Islington, and 
Warrington. 


These four bulletins to hand this month, with their varying 
features and arrangement, serve to illustrate the value and possi- 
bilities of the library periodical. All are excellent examples, and 
where one, for example the Nottingham bulletin, may devote more 
space to popular notes than those of Islington and Warrington, 
these are left free to supply larger lists of additions. The point 
raised is one of policy. Is it the function of the bulletin to provide 
first and foremost a supplementary catalogue of additions, or is 
there an advantage in sacrificing this list in order to provide matter 
of popular interest and publicity value? Confronted with the 
delightful ever-green (both literally—as regards the cover—and 
metaphorically) production of Mr. Walter A. Briscoe, a magazine 
full of well-presented matter, as one may expect of a bulletin edited 
by the Chairman of a Publicity Committee, one is lead to wonder 
whether the advertising worth of this periodical is not more to be 
desired than the well catalogued list issued by Islington. However, 
whatever the aim of the bulletin may be, its desirability and effective- 
ness cannot be gainsaid. The Gateshead Library Record includes 
an article of loc al interest, and the entries are very well annotated, 
while the Warrington Readers’ Guide contains the continuation 
of the classified catalogue. 


From WEst HARTLEPOOL we have received a neat little ‘‘ Classified 
list of books recently added,” arranged in accordance with the 
Brown scheme. which should be most useful to the readers. 
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Messrs. Cedric Chivers, Ltd., of Bath, seem to be experimenting 
in the direction of a “ library edition ’’ somewhat on the lines 
suggested by Mr. L. S. Jast at the Southport conference ; that is 
to say, an edition which is on good paper and is bound in the strongest 
manner. We have seen Dickens’s David Copperfield from Messrs. 
CHIVERS, and it is a pleasing book in many ways—a sort of variorum 
edition with critical appreciations from various authors. The bind- 
ing is half or whole niger, as ordered, the former costing 8s. 6d., 
the latter 25s. The back is covered with names from the contents 
of the book. We welcome the experiment, but Messrs. Chivers 
must modify it if it is to please us. The back is so crowded that 
it leaves no room for library and class-marks. Moreover, an unillus- 
trated American edition of Dickens will not do for British use—we 
want “Phiz” and Cruikshank (and Furniss) in company with our 
Dickens. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND LIBRARY 
ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION EXCURSION 
TO HOLLAND. 

The cordial invitation of the Dutch Library Association to visit 
Holland at Whitsun has been accepted by the respective Councils 
of our two British Associations, and I have been asked to undertake 
the necessary arrangements. It is hoped that the party will leave 
Fenchurch Street, London, on Saturday afternoon, the 3rd June, 
and travel to Rotterdam by the Batavier Steamship Line from 
Tilbury. They will be received in Holland at Rotterdam next 
day by the Dutch Committee. 

Visits will be made to the Library of the Commercial High School, 
Rotterdam, the Public Library of Delft, the Library and Buildings 
of the Palace of Peace at the Hague, the Libraries at Haarlem, the 
Leiden University, Scheveningen, Bussum, Hilversum, Utrecht, 
and Rotterdam ; as well as the great Public Library at Amsterdam 
and the old Jewish Library and Museum. Various excursions will 
be made, including a steamer drawboat trip to Marken and 
Volendam. 

As will be seen, the excursion will cover the principal, most curious 
and most beautiful parts of Holland, and will more or less take the 
form of a circular itinerary round the country. 

The precise cost of the excursion cannot yet be fixed, but it is 
estimated that the combined returned fare will be: First Class, 
£5 10s. ; and Second Class, £3 10s.; and that the cost in Holland 
will be from {1 to {1 5s. daily. 

It is proposed to return from Rotterdam by the night boat on 
Friday, 9th June. 

Fuller particulars of arrangements, as soon as they are available, 
will be sent to anyone who writes to me for them. All members 
of both Associations are invited to join the excursion, and we shall 
be happy if they care to bring friends with them. 

It will be necessary for me to know the names of intending 
travellers on or before 10th May. 

THE CENTRAL LIBRARY, W. C. BERWICK SAYERS. 
Town HALL, Croypon. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION— 
NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


ANNUAL MEETING AT BLACKBURN. 

On Thursday, February 9th, the Annual Meeting of the Branch 
was held at Blackburn. Those present, numbering about fifty, 
included Sir Lewis Beard (Town Clerk); Alderman Abbott, 
President of the Library Association ; Mr. R. J. Howard, Chairman 
of the Library, Museum and Art Committee, Blackburn ; Alderman 
Martin, M.A., J.P. (St. Helens), and representatives of the chief 
towns in the district. Mr. R. Ashton, Chief Librarian and Curator, 
Blackburn, occupied the chair in the earlier part of the proceedings. 
A letter was read from Alderman J. Fielding, J.P. (Mayor of Black- 
burn) regretting his inability to be present. 

Mr. J. W. Singleton (Hon. Secretary and Treasurer) submitted 
the Annual Report of the Council and Statement of Accounts as 


follows :— 
The Council beg to submit the following Report for the year 1921. 
MEMBERSHIP. 

At the close of the year the membership stood at 136; the particulars 
being: Fellows, 54 (50); Members, 7 (12); Associate Members, 8 (10) ; 
Student Member, | (0); Institution Members, 49 (46); ‘‘ Local’ Members, 
17 (17); Total, 136. The figures in brackets indicate the year 1920. The 
membership for the past five years has been: 1917, 119; 1918, 123; 1919, 
129; 1920, 135; 1921, 136. When it is known there are persons eligible for 
membership the Secretary communicates with them; but there may be some 
unknown to him, and it is only by the co-operation of all members that the 
strength of the Branch can be maintained or increased. Will members please 
assist ? 

MEETINGS. 
The following Meetings have been held : 
January 28th._-Annual Meeting at Liverpool. 
June 3rd and 4th.—J oint Conference of the Branch Library Associations 
at Ilkley. 
October 26th.—General Meeting at Wallasey. 

The thanks of the Council have been tendered to those who have assisted 
towards the success of the meetings, particularly in making the necessary 
arrangements, in providing hospitality, and by contributing papers. 

Three meetings of the Council have been held. 

PAPERS AND ADDRESSES. 
“The failure of the public library and the sent opportunity.” 7 
Mr. E. C. Wickens, Senior Assistant, Reference Library, 5 
“ The library and the adolescent.”” By Mr. Wm. Wilson, Chief Librarian. 
Wallasey. 

At the Ilkley Conference a paper was contributed by Mr. G. T. Shaw, 
Chief Librarian, Liverpool, on ‘“‘ The value of Branch Associations and sugges- 
tions for their greater use by the Library Association.” 

Visits of Inspection have been paid to two Liverpool Branch Libraries, 
where the main view point was that of Children’s Departments, and to the 
new Town Hall at Wallasey. 

EDUCATION. 
The usual arrangements for the Library Association Examination Centres 
have been made. It was not found possible to arrange a Summer School. 
L. M. D. 

Through the good offices of Mr. McAdam (Warrington) the Balaace 

standing in the name of this defunct association has been received—the amount 


being {6 15s. 


JOINT CONFERENCE AT ILKLEY. 


Having regard to the meagre facilities for travelling due to the coal 
strike, reaching Ilkley was something of an adventure, but those who found 
it possible to meet representatives of neighbouring branches in conference 
at the little Yorkshire health resort were amply rewarded for their trouble. 
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The meeting was a distinct success in every way. There was a ready and real 
discussion of the papers, and a feeling of fellowship obtained which seems 
impossible in the larger annual gatherings of the Library Association. Very 
many wishes were expressed for a repetition of the experiment in 1922, and 
Buxton has been suggested as the place of meeting. 

FINANCE. 

The year commenced with a balance in hand of {1 8s. 9d. The —- 
amounted to {29 2s. 9d. and the payments £22 18s. Id, leaving £7 13s. 5d. 
to carry forward. This condition of affairs is almost entirely due to retrench- 
ments. Members will be interested to know that the Library Association 
Council have agreed to our proposal to increase the Capitation Grant which 
for 1921 will be at the rate of 8s. instead of 4s. 

R. Asuton, President. 
Joun W. Sincieton, Hon. Secretary. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, Ist JANUARY-——3lst DECEMBER, 1921. 

To Balance brought forward By Printing & Stationery 12 9 9 
from last statement ... 1 8 9  ,, Postages and sundry 

, Subscriptions (1921) ... 010 expenses 
, Capitation Grant (1920) 21 16 0 ., Proportion of Expenses: 

, Balance of L.M.D. Acct. 6 15 0 Iikley Conference ... 2 6 9 

» Bank interest = (less - 

commission) ... one 1 9 22 18 1 

Balance carried for. ... 7 13° 5 

£30 11 £30 11 6 

Audited and found correct. Hon. Auditors. 


Joun W. SinGLetTon, Hon. Treasurer. 
Biackburn, 9th Feby., 1922. 

The Report and Financial Statement were approved. 

The President of the Library Association, having expressed his 
pleasure in being asked to move the election of Alderman Martin 
as President of the Branch for the ensuing two years, remarked 
that the new president played a prominent part in the municipal 
life of St. Helens. He had been elected mayor on five occasions, 
and his membership of the Library and Museum Committee at 
St. Helens extended over a period of 34 years; for 30 years past 
he had been Chairman of that Committee. His interest in matters 
educational was rewarded by the conferring upon him by the Liver- 
pool University of the hon. degree of Master of Arts. 

Alderman Martin was unanimously elected, and in returning 
thanks urged the necessity for securing the best service for the public 
in libraries. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring President 
(Mr. Ashton) for his services during the past two years. 

The following Vice-Presidents and Officers were elected :— 

Vice-Presidents: A. Lancaster, J. Pomfret, Dr. Scarr, G. T. 
Shaw and A. Sparke. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: J. W. Singleton. 

Hon. Secretary Education Committee: J. Pomfret. 

The Scrutineers of the ballot for the election of four members 
to serve on the Council for a period of three years reported the 
success of Miss Fearnside (45 votes), G. Fletcher (44), J. McAdam 
(39), S. Lamb (31), W. Higson and J. Harding being the unsuccessful 
candidates. 
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The subject of “‘ Summer Schools *’ was introduced for discussion 
by Mr. J. Pomfret, Chief Librarian, Darwen. After outlining the 
history of the movement, Mr. Pomfret suggested that the time 
taken by assistants in attending the School should not count at 
all as holiday time. The cost of the school was prohibitive if it 
was not held within easy reach of a large group of libraries. The 
value to an assistant (and incidentally to the library) was in asso- 
ciating with other assistants and receiving instruction from some- 
one outside his own library. Several members took part in the 
discussion, the general view apparently being in favour of more 
continuous instruction than that which could be provided by a 
short course at a Summer School. 

Mr. G. T. Shaw, Chief Librarian, Liverpool, expressed the view 
that if the L.A. Record was to be of service to the profession more 
interest must be taken in it by the librarians, particularly in the 
correspondence columns and by contributing short articles. He 
outlined a proposal for collecting items of interest in various centres 
and taking measures for bringing it to the notice of library workers 
in the pages of the official journal. 

At the close of the meeting the members were entertained to tea 
at the invitation of the Chairman and members of the Library, 
Museum and Art Committee, Blackburn. The new president, 
Alderman Abbott, and Councillor Snell (Accrington) voiced the 
vote of thanks of the members therefor. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To Tue Eprror of The Library World. 

THE AGE LIMIT AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 
Str,—I had a talk recently with an eminent physician whois also a 
great scholar, and he told me that the best years for learning were 
between the ages of 16 and 21. Is it not astonishing then that the 
British Museum Library requires me to be 21 before I may enter 
its sacred Reading Room? This rule is a probable survival of the 
eighteenth century ; it is, in any case, in violent conflict with modern 
needs and notions. As a library school student I need the British 
Museum, but this silly, insulting rule excludes me. A girl of 20 
is not a child, and is as capable of using books intelligently and 
carefully as any greyheaded man who is allowed either to enter or 
to administer that Library. Can you help to remove this medieval 
restriction ? Yours truly, A STUDENT. 
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